Bible Study – The letters of John Study 2 1 John Chapter 1 verse 5 to Chapter 2 verse 2.
From faith to practice.

John opens his writing with a strong affirmation of both the divine and human natures of Jesus and Jesus being the Word of life. He goes on to speak of believers as having fellowship (oneness or partnership) with the Father and Jesus. Now John moves to a more practical emphasis in our second study.
He begins with a further disclosure of God as light and having no darkness in him at all. Light is something good we can all identify with. Light opens up for us the world and everything around us. In contrast to God and light is darkness. Closely related to darkness is sin. This declaration of God as light, in contrast to darkness, would have been easily understood by Jew and Gentile alike. They were familiar with these concepts in everyday life and their writings.

Having fellowship with Jesus and the Father means a commitment to living in the light as God is light, and not in darkness. This light is reflected in God’s character and the teachings of Jesus. Specifically as we shall see later, this relates to loving one another and how we treat others. Our lives are meant to reflect this light not darkness. In contrast, darkness reflects all that we know is wrong. 
So how we live is closely tied to what we believe about Jesus and God as light.
John goes on to speak about 2 matters regarding sin in our lives. The first is claiming to have no sin. If we do this, the truth is not in us and we are deceiving ourselves. While few probably would ever say they never sin, many I think minimise its influence today. We even tend to laugh at it. God is not like that.   

The second reference to sin is its continuing presence in our lives and confessing our sins to God and being cleansed. While we are never free from the presence of darkness and sin in our lives, we are free from its power and dominance. Through confessing our sins, we begin again, purified through the sacrifice of Jesus who died for our sins. Genuine repentance makes all the difference with God. In other words God doesn’t expect us to be sinless, but he does expect us to fight its influence in our lives.  Jesus is presented as the perfect remedy for our sins with his atoning sacrifice. Jesus comes to our rescue in this regard, being able to plead with the Father on our behalf. 

This forgiveness is something we can thank God for every day, we also do every time we celebrate communion. This is the side of faith that many Australians miss out on in my opinion because they are too focussed on what they are doing and not on what Jesus has accomplished.      
This practical emphasis on living and dealing with sin would have had a direct relevance to those who were denying the humanity of Jesus. In a purely spiritual world, the body has no meaning, and therefore sin has no real relevance.  We see this perspective more and more today.

Questions for reflection.

1. Do you think taking about God as light can be a good way to talk to others about God?

2. What kind of sins do we struggle with today? How important is confession?
3. I think there is a strong movement to downplay or minimise darkness and sin today? What do you think?

