Study 9 The book of Acts Ch 9 verse 32 to Ch 10:48.

The ministry of Peter beyond Jerusalem.

After introducing us to Saul, Luke then spends some time describing the ministry of Peter outside Jerusalem. We already noted how important it was for Peter and John to endorse the gospel in Samaria; in this study we see the gospel going to the first person outside the nation of Israel. We can tell the importance of the gospel going to the Gentiles by the amount of detail Luke has provided for this one event in the following chapters. 

First we hear about 2 amazing miracles performed by Peter in the name of Jesus - first in Lydda where Aeneas bedridden for 8 years is healed and then in Joppa. Dorcas who dies is raised back to life. Both miracles had a big impact in their respective towns with many turning to the Lord. 

From there we move to Caesarea where we meet Cornelius a Gentile but a God fearing, praying and a generous man. Cornelius was part of the Roman guard known as the Italian Regiment that protected Roman interests in the area. Though not a Jew Cornelius had come to appreciate their faith.   
Cornelius one day has a vision of an angel and is affirmed for his devotion to God and told to send for Peter at Joppa. Not knowing the meaning of this request Cornelius immediately follows it up and sends two of his servants to get Peter.
Meanwhile Peter is praying on a roof in Joppa and he becomes hungry and requests a meal. While waiting for this he falls into trance (maybe like a dream) and the heavens open and a large sheet including some animals he is not permitted to eat as a Jew is there. He is told to get up, kill and eat. Peter sees this as a vision from the Lord and reminds God that these animals are not to be eaten. God however responds with the words – “Do not call anything impure that God has made clean”.
This scenario is repeated tree times before the trance concludes. While Peter was wondering the meaning of all this, Cornelius’ servants arrive at the house. Meanwhile God speaks to Peter again telling him of their arrival and to do as they request. On meeting them Peter invites them in and agrees to their request.
So Peter sets out for Caesarea along with some brothers from Joppa and arrive to find Cornelius was expecting him. He had also gathered his close friends and relatives.

This is a new situation for Peter, never having been in the house of a Gentile before, and the vision has had from God is now becoming clear as to its meaning.

The Gentiles are the unclean animals that God has made clean and the good news of Jesus is for them as well. There is no longer any favouritism. After explaining more about Jesus, the Jewish believers are astonished when the Holy Spirit comes to those listening, evidenced by them praising God and speaking in tongues.

Upon receiving the Spirit they are baptised in the name of Jesus. Peter stays with them only for a few days before leaving.

Questions to consider.      
1. Cornelius is a God fearing, a praying and generous man. Which of these characteristics would you like to develop more?

2. How hard was it for Peter to accept that a Gentile could come to follow Jesus?

3. Have you ever walked into a house or place you feel is bad for you, but turns out different?

4. What do you think is the significance of the first Gentile believer’s speaking in tongues?

